Our Great Joy

1 Peter 1:3-9

· Here we read of the great hope that we have in Jesus – it says that because of God’s great mercy we have a living hope – and that comes from the resurrection of Jesus Christ our Saviour, being brought forth from the dead
· And it is through that resurrection that we have that inheritance – we can be partakers of that incorruptible gift in heaven

· And because we have this great gift – because we have this great, living hope – we are to be grateful/we are to rejoice; this should produce in us a great joy that abounds in us richly

· We read that even though we will go through difficult times – these tests and trials – these things should not rip that joy away from us; instead, we need to hold fast to the faith – we need to believe and “rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory”

· So we can see that one of the great gifts that we, as the chosen people of God, is that great joy – and it isn’t just a light joy – not “oh, that’s nice” – no it’s inexpressible joy that is full of glory – it’s enthusiastic joy; joy that abounds within us fully; joy that produces a stronger desire to follow God’s ways; a joy that goes beyond what our words can describe
Reasons for Rejoicing
So we have this great joy, and there are many different reasons for greatly rejoicing and being full of this inexpressible joy
· I touched briefly on some of these reasons, which come from the first part of our reading in 1 Peter; that is: we have that living hope through Jesus’ sacrifice

· We are “begotten again”, or born again, as we find in verse 3 of 1 Peter 1.

· 1 Cor. 1:30 – we should be grateful because through Jesus we can be made righteous, we can be sanctified, or separated from the world, and then redeemed, or brought back to God

· In 1 Peter 1:2 Peter refers to the Christians as the elect – we too are of the elect, or the chosen ones
· Eph. 1:3-6 – we are the chosen and are of those predestined for adoption – not that we as individuals were predestined to become Christians, it is still our choice, but it was predestined that Christians/followers of Christ would become children of God – and when we choose to become followers of Christ we join that group, we become one of the elect and we can rejoice in the fact that we become a part of God’s family
· In verse 6, we read that we are made acceptable through Jesus – we become adequate and pleasing to God; we are placed in a right state with Him.
· As has popped up a couple times in the portion of Scripture that we looked at in 1 Peter 1, we have salvation – and that is cause for much rejoicing – through Jesus our souls can be healed and restored; we can have our spiritual lives refreshed/our slate cleaned and that is a magnificent thing, which should fill us with that inexpressible joy – knowing that we who do not deserve that great gift, have been given that living hope
What Does This Joy Do For Us?
So we can see that there is much that stirs this great joy up in ourselves, but what is it that this joy brings about? What is it that makes this joy so great? What can this joy do for us?
· This joy becomes something that can help us overcome seemingly insurmountable odds. It helps us to push through any and all trials that we face. In 1 Peter 1:6-7 we read about being able to rejoice even when facing various trials. The joy keeps us going and helps us make it through the trials that test us, like gold that is tested through fire. We are then able to grow and ‘burn off’ those imperfections, little by little.
· No matter what amount of suffering we face, there is enough joy in Christ to match it.

· 1 Peter 4:12-13 – we shouldn’t be surprised when trials pop up, but we should be glad and rejoice with that exceeding joy, seeing that we have become worthy of partaking in Jesus’ suffering.
· Acts 5:40-41 – here we see the apostles beaten and told not to speak of Jesus, but what did they do? They rejoiced in the fact that those worldly people took notice of their different way – their godly ways – they rejoiced in being counted worthy to suffer in Jesus’ name. As the world dismissed Jesus and caused Him to suffer, they did likewise to the apostles. So when we, ourselves, are suffering for Jesus’ sake, we should rejoice as well, seeing that the world is at odds with us, meaning that we must be truly aligned with God’s ways.

Sometimes it might be difficult to be joyful during trials, but if we look at what trials can produce in us, it may help us to see the big picture and be more able to feel the joy, as we anticipate the positive outcome.

· Rom. 5:1-4; James 1:2-4, 12 – from these passages we can see that tribulations can give us perseverance and character, which leads to hope. We can be made perfect, or mature, and will then receive that great crown of life – and that thought should help instill joy within us.
Obtaining “Inexpressible Joy”
But even when looking ahead, it can be difficult to keep that joy rooted inside of us. There needs to be a strong foundation laid, so that we are a more joyous people who are willing and ready to “rejoice always”, as we are told to do in 1 Thessalonians 5:16. In order to obtain that inexpressible joy there are a couple things that we need to possess – of course, there are many things, but let’s take a look at a couple that can be found in our text of 1 Peter 1.
First, in 1 Peter 1:8, Peter says, regarding Jesus, “whom having not seen you love” – one very important thing that we must have to obtain that inexpressible joy is a love for Jesus
· Phil. 4:4 – our joy starts with Jesus; it is in Him that we are to rejoice; it is in Jesus that we can be a truly joyful people

· John 14:23 – we must have that love for Jesus; and if we do, then we will have the love of the Father and have a home with Him
· John 15:11; 16:33 – Jesus came and brought joy to all that would follow Him; He made it possible for us to have true joy – a joy that is full and complete; and because Jesus has overcome the world – He has conquered death – we can be full of cheer and joy; our Saviour is alive and allows us to enter in to His joyous family

· We must love the Lord, for He loves us and can brings us eternal joy. And as we read in 1 Peter 1:8, we are able to love the Lord even though we cannot see Him. We read “whom having not seen you love”.
Another thing in 1 Peter 1 and verse 8 that we read of, which is necessary for us to have that great joy, is to believe fully in Jesus.

· In the latter part of the verse we read, “Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice…”
· It is through believing in Jesus that we can rejoice with that inexpressible joy that is full of glory.

· And it is not just a belief in His existence, nor just a belief in Him being the only begotten Son of God, but also has to do with trusting in Him and being obedient.

· We must trust that what He said was, and is, the truth. We need to believe that He spoke rightly about God’s will and His promises. We need to have faith that Jesus’ words are the words of life and thus that we need to follow them.

· Rom. 10:17 – for us to truly believe in Christ, and have faith in Him, we need to read the Word and put it to heart. We must also act upon that Word. James says, in the second chapter of James, that we need to have an active faith. If our belief is passive and lacking in action, then it is worthless.

· In John 14:15, Jesus says “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” – So if we indeed to have that love of Christ that is needed for true joy, we will believe in Him and what He says, and follow what He has commanded.
Luke 6:46-49 – if we do not obey the things that Jesus says, then we have no place calling Him our Lord – we will have no place in that heavenly kingdom, nor in God’s family – if we do not have the proper love and belief in Jesus, we will not receive that magnificent joy that is found in Jesus
However, if we do possess both of these things, than we have a marvelous blessing in the joy that we receive; And holding on to this great joy will help carry us through until our end goal is achieved, which – as we read in 1 Peter 1:9 – is the salvation of our souls. 
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