Applying Animal Attributes

There are so many wonders that are around us; So many things that wow and amaze us. Beautiful landscapes, waterfalls, flowers and more remind us of The Creator – our Creator – our God.

Among these wonders are the numerous animals that inhabit this earth with us. There are so many creatures and each have their own behaviours and attributes – qualities and characteristics. Many animals have behaviours and characteristics that confound and amaze us.

It is interesting to see how many animals share behaviours and qualities that are similar to humans. While types of animals may share similar attributes, individual animals have their own unique personalities too. So like humans, animals are all unique.


This morning I would like us to delve briefly into the animal kingdom and take a look at a few different animals. I would like us to take a look at some of the behaviours and characteristics of these animals and see how these attributes can, and should, apply to us – not just as people, but as Christians.


We will see that some characteristics that various animals possess are characteristics that we find in the Bible; Characteristics that each one of God’s children should contain and display.

The first animal that I would like to look at this morning is the dolphin. The dolphin is a marine mammal and is one of the most intelligent animals on Earth. They are social creatures who live in groups called pods.

One interesting characteristic of the dolphin is displayed when it sleeps. Generally when sleeping, dolphins only have one hemisphere resting completely, while the other half maintains enough consciousness to make sure they come to the water’s surface to breathe, and to watch out for predators and other threats. This means one eye is always open and on the look out. The dolphin is always alert and aware; they don’t let their guard down.

We as Christians need to always be alert as well. We need to be watchful and be on the lookout for Satan’s snares and traps. We need to be vigilant. Matt. 26:41 We cannot let our guard down. We read in Ephesians of putting on the whole armour of God. Eph. 6:10-18 As the dolphin remains alert and watches for predators, we too must be alert and watch out for the devil. We must be aware and resist the temptations that we encounter.

Another interesting attribute of the dolphin is that they help others and stay with the injured or ill individuals. They have even been known to bring their injured ones to the surface to breathe, should the injured dolphin be unable to do this on their own. Dolphins have even helped other species. One dolphin in New Zealand, known now as Moko, was observed guiding a Pygmy Sperm Whale and her calf out of shallow water, where they were stranded, out into the sea. Dolphins have even been seen protecting swimmers from sharks by swimming circles around the swimmers or charging the sharks to make them go away.

We also need to help others. We must help our brothers and sisters in Christ. We should assist those who are ill or weak, especially if it is spiritual weakness. We can see many examples in the Bible concerning helping our brothers. One such example is the Good Samaritan. Luke 10:25-37 We should be like the Good Samaritan and like the dolphins and help our neighbours, our brothers and sisters, and any who are spiritually ill.

Dolphins communicate with the use of whistles and burst-pulse sounds. While dolphins are willing to help others, they are also willing to ask for help. Through their whistles and burst-pulse sounds the dolphin can let others know if it is in need of assistance.

We too need to realize that we often need help – that we can’t do all things on our own. We need to realize that we need to ask others for help. We can ask our friends and family for help; our teachers and professors as well. But the Greatest One we can ask is our Father in heaven. He is the One who can help us the most. Psa. 124:8 We can receive help through God. We just need to ask God for help. James 1:5-6 We can ask God for help, but we must ask with sincerity or “ask in faith” as we read.

And the way that we ask God for help – the way we ask God for anything – is through prayer. James 5:13-15 Through prayer we can ask for help and receive it. Much good can come from praying. Also, some things can only be overcome through prayer, as we can see in Mark 9:14-29. Some things we can’t get through on our own. We need to realize that we need help and make sure that we ask for it, like the dolphin does when it is in trouble.

Dolphins are creatures that also teach and learn. They teach their young to use tools. For example, they teach their young to cover their snouts in sea sponges to protect them while foraging.

We as Christians also need to teach others. We need to first learn and grow as we are told in 2 Peter 3:17-18. And after we have learned, we then need to pass on the Biblical knowledge and Spiritual strength that we obtained onto others, so that they may learn and grow. 2 Tim. 4:2 Here we are clearly and plainly told to preach and teach the word. So like the dolphin that learns and teaches their young, we need to learn and teach others.


The next animal I would like us to look at is one that we are all familiar with: the dog. And when I mention the dog in this lesson of characteristics that we as Christians should have, many can probably guess the attribute that we will be looking at.


Dogs have often been referred to as man’s best friend. This would be because many dogs seem to show the characteristic of faithfulness. Many dogs have exhibited many wondrous acts of faith towards their owners – their masters.

To examine these types of faithful acts, I will read a few examples found on the internet, from a list entitled “The Worlds Most Faithful Dogs”.


The first example is entitled “Bobbie, the Wonder Dog”. “Bobbie was a Scotch collie and English shepherd mix that managed to find his way home after getting lost on a family trip. Bobbie traveled at least 2,800 miles from Indiana to Oregon in just six months in 1923. The Braziers identified the dog upon his return by three unique scars that he obtained before he was lost. His monumental feat of faithfulness did not go unnoticed. He was featured around the world in a series of newspaper articles and in Ripley's Believe it or Not.” 


Another story entitled “Greyfriars Bobby” reads: “Greyfriars Bobby is [a] dog who came to fame after his master died. John Gray died on February 8, 1858 in Edinburgh, Scotland, leaving very little behind except for a little Skye terrier named Bobby. The day after the burial, the curator noticed Bobby lying on the fresh mound of dirt. He immediately chased the little dog away, but the next day he was back. Again, the curator chased him [away], but on the third day-despite the cold and the rain-Bobby was back. Finally, the curator took pity on the poor dog and allowed him to stay.

For the next fourteen years, Bobby kept constant watch over his owner's grave, rarely leaving except to take his noontime meal at exactly one o'clock. After a while, he came to be known as Greyfriars Bobby, after the cemetery in which his master was buried.”


And for a final example of the faithful acts of dogs I’ll read the story of “Hachiko”. “Hachiko was an Akita who was brought to Tokyo by his owner Kidesamur Ueno. Ueno was a professor at the University of Tokyo. Every day, Hachiko would wait at the nearby Shibuya train station for Ueno to return. Ueno died in May 1925, but that did not stop Hachiko. He returned to the train station continuously for nine years, patiently waiting for his master to return.


About a year after Ueno's death, one of his former students spotted Hachiko during his daily vigil and, after following Hachiko home, learned about this remarkable dog. The student wrote and published several articles about Hachiko’s amazing loyalty to his owner. Eventually, national newspapers picked up the story and Hachiko soon became famous. He also earned the nickname ‘Chu-ken Hachiko’ or ‘faithful dog Hachiko.’”


Like the dogs that show such amazing feats of faith, we too need to have faith, for without faith we cannot please God. Heb. 11:1-6 Like the latter stories of the dogs who waited for their master daily, we need to continue daily with faith, awaiting the end of this life and the beginning of the next.

Heb. 11:13-16 We have faith in a better “country” – a “heavenly country”. Like the first story of the dog that was lost from his family – departed from his master, we are away from our heavenly home. But like the dog that travelled that great distance to return home, we need to have that faith and continue to push forward towards our home and Father. Rev. 2:10 While we will encounter many trials and tribulations, we must remain faithful. If we keep the kind of strong faith and devotion to our Father, which many dogs have for their master, we will receive that crown of life.


And the final animal that I would like to look at this morning is the polar bear. The polar bear is a bear native largely within the Arctic Circle. It is one of the largest bears and is the world’s largest carnivore species found on land.

An interesting attribute of the polar bear is that while polar bears are often stereotyped as aggressive animals, they are actually quite cautious and try to escape confrontations.

We as Christians need to be cautious – we need to walk carefully.  Isa. 38:15 If we do not walk carefully and don’t watch out for the snares of the evil one – if we are careless we will die. Prov. 19:16 So like the polar bear, we must be cautious.

Another interesting characteristic of the polar bear is that it can swim for 60 miles without pausing for a rest. Sixty miles! That is a long swim, and would require an incredible amount of endurance.


As Christians, we need to endure. We must endure suffering, tribulations, and persecutions. 1 Cor. 4:12 But our endurance will bear goodness. If we endure we will be saved, as we can see in Matt. 10:22 We know that as Christians we need to have love and have the characteristics of love. And one of the qualities of love is endurance. Love “endures all things” as we are told in 1 Cor. 13:7. As the polar bear shows endurance, so must we, so that we can finish the race and obtain that crown of righteousness. 2 Tim. 4:5-8 (verse 5 – watchful [dolphin], endure [polar bear], verse 7 – keep faith [dog])

So as we have seen, there are some amazing animals out there with some very interesting behaviours and attributes. The dolphin is alert, helps others, asks for help, learns, and teaches others. The dog has a lot of faith and devotion for its master. And the polar bear is cautious and has much endurance. All of these characteristics that we find in these various animals are characteristics that each one of God’s children should possess. They are characteristics that I hope can be found in each one of us.
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