Attitude

This morning I would like to start out by reading an article by Bill Hall, which is in this week’s bulletin at Jordan. (Read first 2 paragraphs of article).

In this part of the article we can see that these two men act similarly. They seem to be very much the same; however they are not. These two men are very different from each other. It is like the proverb “You can’t judge a book by its cover”, which Gary went over in his sermon a little while back. You can’t just look at the outward appearance or actions. It is what is going on inside a person that matters, and that is where these two men greatly differ. These two have greatly differing attitudes.

Before looking at the two different attitudes that these men possess, I would like to just look at attitudes in general.

While we all probably realize that attitudes are an inner thing, I would think that when we think of attitudes we often think of the external results of various attitudes. Since attitudes tend to define how we act and what we do it makes sense to apply both a physical and mental meaning. Although attitudes aren’t actually physical we still can “see” these attitudes displayed in people. Our outward actions often portray the attitude that we have inside.

Wordnet defines an attitude as “a complex mental state involving beliefs and feelings and values and dispositions to act in certain ways”. Those are quite a few inner workings that are enveloped by our attitude. Our attitude judges how we react to various things and situations. Our attitude can help determine how we act around people or on our own. It also affects how others view and react to us. An attitude is normally applied whenever someone is dealing with something other than themselves. Our attitudes play a large role in our everyday lives. Of course, our attitudes not only are important in regards to our physical lives, but also for our spiritual lives.

As we all know there are both good and bad attitudes. What makes an attitude good or bad? Where does the difference lie? Well what do we think of when we think of each type of attitude?

When thinking of bad attitudes being displayed we tend to think of things like rebelling, discouraging, being arrogant, being jealous and being self-centered. And why are these sorts of traits – this sort of attitude - bad? Because they are things that God does not like. For example, arrogance or pride we can see is hated in Prov. 8:13 or 1 Peter 5:5. Or we can see that it is wrong and foolish to be self-centered or self-confident in Prov. 14:16. And for a last example of why the resulting behaviour of a bad attitude is wrong, let’s take a look at jealousy or envy. James 3:16 We can see that each of these and every other negative trait that comes about from a bad attitude is something that we should not have. 

Of course, attitude is an inner thing, so just because we see certain qualities and actions outwardly, does not mean that the attitude is directly reflected on the outside, as was mentioned earlier: “don’t judge a book by its cover”. It is our attitude – our inner side – that really matters, as can be seen in the first part of Prov. 23:7. What is on the inside – what our attitude is like – that is who we are; that is what defines us, so to speak.

Looking back at the article we can look at the differences between the men’s attitudes; the differences between their beliefs, feelings, values, and disposition, or mood. I’m sure we all know which of the two men had the better attitude and which had the worse.

The first man supported program activities, worked diligently to get others baptized, attended all meetings, and gave generously. However, this man tried to get people baptized in order to see the number of people in the building grow higher. He was motivated for his love for the local church as an institution. Now it is not wrong, of course, to love those of the local church, our local brethren – or any brethren for that matter. Heb. 13:1 In fact, it would be wrong not to love our brothers. 1John 3:14 However, it is not because of the local church that we worship God. It is not because of our brethren that we follow God’s word. We do it for God, Jesus, and ourselves as individuals. That is where this man goes wrong. His attitude is not correct. We are not merely meeting here as a group, in order to be a group of people. We meet to worship God and help each other grow.

The article further discusses the man: (read second part of the first man). His attitude is further revealed and we see that it isn’t getting better. This man has a bad or negative attitude.


He has the same type of attitude as one of the types of people described in the parable of the sower. Matt. 13:20-21 Here we have an example of a poor attitude in the Bible which complements this man very much. Both people are fine as long as there are no tribulations or hardships, but when those arise their faith disappears, and this is not a good attitude to have.

So we have looked at the first man and delved a little into what the wrong type of attitude to have is. So what is the right type of attitude to have? What sort of attitude she we, as Christians, have?


Phil. 2:5 We should have the same mindset as Jesus. Or as the NIV version says, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus”. We want to have an attitude that is like Christ’s. We should have a good attitude.

Some examples of good attitudes being displayed could be to show love, to be humble and obedient, or to be submissive.


For love, John 13:34-35, here Jesus tells us to love one another. For being humble and obedient Phil. 2:8, since Jesus was humble and obedient, we too should be humble and obedient. We can see where we are to be submissive to God in James 4:7. And we can find where we are to be submissive to each other in Eph. 5:21. These are just a few examples of positive results of having a good attitude – the type of attitude that we as Christians should have.

Now let’s take a look at the second man and his attitude. About the second man, the article reads: (Read first part of second man) We can see already that this man has a much better attitude than the first man.


Let’s start with the motivation. The first man was motivated because of his love of the group of which he was a part of. This man here is motivated by his love for the Lord. He is gathering and worshipping, not because of the church as an institute, like the first man did, but because he loves the Lord. He wants to obey the Lord. Act 5:29 Obeying the lord is the only right thing to do, and we must do so because of love for the Lord.  Deut. 6:5 Rom. 8:28 As we know it is right to love the Lord and these passages plainly point that out. Meeting and worshipping because of love for the Lord is a great and correct reason to be motivated.

From the article we see that this man also worked to convert others. However, he did not do so in order to merely have the attendance numbers go up. He did so in order to help others. As the article says, “he was concerned for their souls”.

The second man, like the first, attended meetings and gave money. If you notice though, there was no reason explaining why the first man was doing these things. This is probably because there wasn’t much of a reason at all. He was just doing these things to fit with the group. He was merely performing the outward actions, whereas, the second man had the proper attitude to back up his actions. This man was attending meetings in order to learn more about God and to glorify His name and, in doing so, grow closer to the Lord.

This man also gave money because he wanted to help finance the work that goes on, so that the Word can reach more people, and more souls can be brought into the fold of safety.

The second man was also quite a bit more firm and grounded in his faith and devotion. His attitude kept him anchored. (first part)Heb. 6:19 With a proper attitude this man had a true faith and belief in God, Jesus, and the hope of eternal life if we are faithful. That hope and having that proper attitude can be an anchor for us as well.


(Read last sentence and last paragraph of second man) This man, like the first, could be compared to one of the people described in the parable of the sower. Matt. 13:23 This man, like the one in the parable, is one who actually understands and follows the Word and he will bear good fruit.

These two men bear very different attitudes. The story in this article is somewhat similar to two men found in a parable. Luke 18:9-14 In this parable we find two men both performing the same actions – both are going up to pray. However, like the two men in the article, they have very different attitudes. These attitudes translate to different results.

The Pharisee was arrogant and exalted himself. Arrogance, or pride, was one of our examples of a result of a bad attitude. He looked down on the tax collector and was not justified. The tax collector, however, was humble and submissive. These are a couple of our earlier examples of results for a good attitude and we see that he went home justified.


In order for us to do well and truly follow God’s word, we need to have a good attitude. A bad, or negative, attitude will not do. The article ends with: (Read last sentence) With a proper and positive attitude, not only will we be better off in this physical world, but more importantly we will be better off on our spiritual walk.
