Preaching and Teaching
Intro


2 Tim. 4:1-2 Here we are clearly and plainly told to preach the word. I originally planned to speak solely on preaching, this morning. Since more of us are going to be getting up here and providing lessons, I thought a lesson on giving lessons would be fitting and hopefully beneficial.


However, a lesson focused on preaching may not be quite as beneficial to everyone else, since not everyone can preach. Therefore, I decided to loosen the focus and dwell on both preaching and teaching. Both are very similar and I believe the only real difference between the two would be the setting. Preaching is a word often used to reference the teaching of sermon that takes place in a worship environment, such as this. However, both preaching in service and teaching in our everyday lives, serve to try and bring others to God and to strengthen each other. With this in mind, when points are brought up about preaching, these same points and qualities can be applied to everyday teaching. Even as we just read in 2 Tim. 4:2 We see that through longsuffering and teaching we can convince, rebuke, and exhort others.
Preach to Whom and Where?

The first thing to look at might be: to whom we should be preaching and teaching to and where should we be preaching. Act. 8:4 This answers the latter portion of the above questions. Here we see that those who were scattered went out and preached the word everywhere. We too should preach everywhere and anywhere. The location does not matter. Any place is a fitting place to grow and help both ourselves and others.

The former question bears a similar answer. Anyone and everyone can be preached to and taught. We know that the Bible is not for only one group of people, but for everyone. Rom. 1:16 While the word may have only applied to one group of people before, it has now been opened up for everyone. As it says in Rom. 3:23, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. Because all have sinned and fallen short, all need to know how to return to God. Everyone needs to hear the word and be preached the gospel. There is no need for bias towards who to preach to. There are no exceptions. Everyone needs to hear the gospel to start on their journey, as well as hear the gospel in order to grow and be strengthened. We are to simply preach to everyone.

The only exception would be with women, since they cannot teach to everyone. 1 Tim. 2:11-14 We see that women cannot be teachers over men. This is not to say, however, that women cannot teach, period. They can still help people to come to the Lord. And just because one does not teach, does not mean that one cannot help others to learn through other means, such as the way they live their life.
Preach What?

The next thing I would like us to look at would be what to preach and teach to others. Simply put: we are to preach the word. We saw this already in 2 Tim. 4:2 The number of topics to teach are limitless. The Bible has such a vast amount of content that we don’t need to worry about running out of things to learn for ourselves and pass on and teach to others.


While it is good to hear any topics that may be presented from the word, people who are at different stages in their spiritual walk will definitely benefit more from certain topics than others.

For instance, someone who has yet to start their walk with God would need to hear the gospel and how to actually draw near to Him. 1 Cor. 1:22-23 Act. 8:5 We see from both of these verses that Jesus was preached. We should do likewise in teaching others to come to God and obtain that hope of eternal life. Why? John 14:6 Jesus is the only way to get to God. He is the only means that we have of obtaining remission of sins and a home with Him. Therefore, it makes sense that we would start with Jesus and teach others about Him.

Another example is, children may need to hear lessons about honouring their parents as can be found in Eph. 6:1-2. Or some who are going through difficult times may need to hear lessons of encouragement. Act. 11:20-24 Here is an example of encouragement being given. Barnabas gave encouragement to the people there so they would continue in the work of the Lord.

One thing that we should not preach is ourselves. 2 Cor. 4:5 When teaching or preaching, we are not trying to sell ourselves. We do not need to be delivering anything outside of what is found in the Bible. We are not passing along our own beliefs and thoughts; we are not teaching others of our own ideas or merits; we are instead simply passing along the information that can be found in God’s word. We are sharing His ideas and His plans for us and nothing more. This can also be found elsewhere in the Bible.

Rev. 22:18-19
Who Should Preach?

We have looked at to whom we should preach and teach to, where to preach and what should be taught. A simple yet valid question would be: who should preach? The scriptures are filled with examples of people preaching and teaching. One such example would be Paul. Act 9:19-22, 26-31 We see that Saul, who once persecuted Christians, was preaching in Jesus’ name. This goes to show that any Christian man, regardless of past, can preach the word. Likewise, any of us can and should help teach others and help each other grow. 
Jesus the Preacher and Teacher
(Read portion of bulletin from Jordan Church of Christ)


Jesus is, of course, another example of someone who preaches and teaches in the Bible. Of course, Jesus is that perfect example. Since Jesus was such a great teacher it would pay to look at Jesus’ teachings and use those to try and draw information and qualities on a good sermon.

Matt. 5:1-12 We see here multiple points nicely laid out all revolving around a similar topic, making for a good way to get people to notice and understand a point. If we just look at the last four verses (read), we see that those who do well and suffer for Jesus’ sake are blessed. “Theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” That is quite easy to understand. If we continue reading, Matt.5:13-16, we see comparisons made in order to help us visualize what Jesus is trying to get across. The comparison between Christians and lights is a wonderful example. We can picture what he is saying. The message comes across quite clear: we are not to hide our good works nor disguise who we are. We are to allow others to see that we are indeed different from those of the world. We should be different and others should see and notice that difference and perhaps “follow the light”, so to speak, so that they find their way to God.

Mark 4:1-9 Here Jesus teaches using a parable. In doing so he was using real world examples to help teach. When learning something new it is nice to be able to draw some comparisons with something you already know. And yet it wasn’t something that was completely obvious, since Jesus had to later explain the meaning behind the parable. Mark 4:13-20 Jesus lessons required thought. It encouraged one to think more deeply on the subject, which is still a good thing today. Getting people to actively use their minds will help people to learn more, and to retain that information.

While some things like parables may have hidden meaning from some, everyone who wanted to learn would gain something from listening to one of Jesus’ sermons. In the latter part of Mark 12:37, it says “And the common people hear Him gladly.” It would make sense that the common people were glad if there were indeed getting something from Jesus’ lessons.

My final point on preaching and teaching has to do with the saying “practice what you preach”. It is one thing to deliver a message and tell others about the word and what they need to do. It is another thing to also apply those things that you teach unto others, to your own life. If you do not support what you say and take seriously the things that you are teaching, how can you expect others to do so?

Again, Jesus continues to be an example. Jesus preached and taught God’s word. He also fully believed and followed His Father’s word and will. Luke 22:39-42 Even knowing what was about to happen to him – all of the pain and anguish that he was about to suffer, he still stayed true to His teachings; He still stayed true to God.

“Do as I say and not as I do”. We don’t want this saying to apply to us when teaching God’s word. “Hypocrite” would be an appropriate word for someone who fits that saying. We need to be like Jesus and practice what we preach. In fact, we need to examine ourselves and make sure we are doing what we need to be doing before trying to correct others. We can see this in Matt. 7:1-5.

So we have seen that all of us should try to preach, teach, or help out in some way in the spreading of God’s word. We should preach to anyone and everyone in anyplace. The topics that we should deliver must be from the Bible and are numerous and limitless. And of course the perfect example to look towards in regards to teaching others as well as everything else is Jesus Christ. In regards to teaching others we should first make sure that we are indeed following God’s word ourselves before looking after others.

I hope this has been beneficial to everyone. Now if you would please stand as we sing…
