Predestination
Some people believe God predestined those who would be saved. That some individuals have already been chosen – since the beginning of time – to be saved, while others regardless of what they do, have not been chosen and, therefore, will not enter the kingdom of God.

Did God predestine certain ones who would go to heaven and all others would be lost? Let’s take a look at this term and its meaning this morning. Let’s take a look at the predestined and the elect.
Predestination is Real!

First of all this morning, let’s take a look at the fact that predestination – in one form or another – is real. Both the predestined and the elect – or chosen – are biblical terms. There are a number of passages that speak of the predestined and the elect.

Let’s take a look at the term: predestined.

Rom. 8:29-30

· Clearly there are those who were predestined – and we also read of what would come for those who were predestined and of what is required for those whom God called: the predestined are to be conformed to the image of God’s Son – conformed to the image of Jesus Christ – they are to fit His image – follow in His footsteps – the predestined are to imitate Christ – we looked last week at Ephesians 5:1-2 – that we are to be imitators of God, being like Christ – that is what the predestined are to do
· And as a result, the predestined are justified and will be glorified – and what greater glory is there then being welcomed into God’s heavenly family?

Eph. 1:5, 11
· There are those who are predestined to be adopted into God’s family – as sons – as His children – and this entrance into this wonderful family is found in Jesus: predestined as adopted sons through Jesus – predestined to receive a grand inheritance

And as for the term ‘elect’:

Luke 18:7
· Jesus, Himself, here mentions the elect – God’s own elect – His own chosen people and God listens to His people and stays with them – He bears with the elect and endures with them – what great comfort the elect have
Rom. 8:33
· Paul, speaking of the elect, poses the question: who can bring a charge against God’s elect? Who can stand against God’s chosen people? And he answers with: it is God who justifies – it is God who is in control and thus no one can stand against those who are chosen – no one can bring a charge against the elect

Col. 3:12-13
· As we have read of the predestined, the elect have obligations – the elect must be kind and humble – and the elect must, again, be like Christ – being an imitator of Him, following His example – with a specific example given here of forgiving others the way that Christ has forgiven us – as He has forgiven the elect
Even from just these view passages we can see that there must be some sort of predestination – that there is the elect, those who are chosen by God – that is clear from the Scriptures – but does it mean what many interpret it as? Are certain individuals chosen to be saved and others left to be lost?
The Contradiction
We know that as the inspired word of God (2 Tim. 3:16), the Bible cannot and does not contradict itself. However, if we assume that God did predestine certain people to go to heaven, leaving all others to be lost, we can see – in a moment - that that would leave us with some major contradictions. Let’s briefly take a look at some of the verses that would oppose this doctrine and then briefly look at what the actual meaning of the elect and predestined is.
Rom. 2:11
· A short and yet powerful statement that tells us much about God. “There is no partiality with God”. This statement would be a contradiction of God’s character if He actually did select certain individuals for salvation – if He was instead showing partiality to certain individuals. Not everyone would have opportunity for salvation since some would have been “left off the list”.
John 3:15-16
· dictionary.com defines “whoever” as “whatever person; anyone that”. Here we read that whoever believes will have eternal life. There is no limit on who can believe and obey God’s word to inherit salvation. It is not “some/certain people should not perish but have eternal life”. Whatever person that wants to believe in Christ can. Anyone who desires to follow Christ can “deny himself, take up his cross, and follow [Him]” (Mark 8:34).

 2 Peter 3:9
· The Lord does not want anyone to be lost. He waits and waits, allowing time for more and more to come to Him. If God chose some to be saved and left the rest to be lost than He isn’t really willing to have everyone saved is He? If He chose certain individuals to inherit eternal life, than He willingly left out other ones to perish and suffer eternal death and separation from God.
Choice is Real!

Predestination, as some view it, really leaves out choice. If God has already decided that person ‘A’ will be saved, but person ‘B’ will not be, what point is there in either person trying to follow God. Their fate has already been decided. Fortunately for us God has given us all a more than fair chance – He has provided us each with free-will and choice.

These three verses that we have just looked at contradict the view that God chose certain people to be saved and left everyone else to be lost. And as the Bible does not contradict itself, we must be people who can choose to follow God or not.
Let’s consider Matthew 16:24
· “If”; Jesus says “if” – it’s conditional – a choice must be made
· If someone wants to follow Jesus, there are actions that we can take to do that – we can deny ourselves, take up our crosses, and follow Jesus – if we want to follow Jesus, we can – we are able to choose Jesus – on the other hand, if we don’t want to follow Jesus, then that choice is also available to us
Some might ask: well what about 1 John 3:20?

· If we aren’t as individuals predestined, and we make our own choices, doesn’t that contradict the Bible, which says that God is all knowing? If we haven’t made a choice yet, and God hasn’t made the choice for us, how can He know our decision?

· Having choice does not contradict with God being all-knowing. Of course, God knows all things, but just because God knows what we will choose does not nullify our choice. If I offer my dog a meaty bone and a leaf of lettuce, I know she will choose the meaty bone. I didn’t force her to take the bone – she still had, and made, a choice – but I knew her well enough to know what choice she would make.

· Better yet, if I recorded her choosing the meaty bone, went back in time, and watched the video – I would know with certainty what she would choose before she made the choice, and yet, without removing the choice from her.

· 2 Peter 3:8 says, But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
· God is the Creator of all things, including time, and it is inconsequential to Him and His knowledge – He can know all things, while we still make our own decisions and choices

So What Does It Mean?

If individuals are not predestined, then what are the verses that speak of it referring to? What about the verses on being chosen?
Eph. 1:4
· the verse doesn’t simply say that “He chose us, before…”, it reads “He chose us in Him…” Those who are chosen are those who come to Christ and enter in to His family – they are those who are in Christ
· Matt. 12:49-50 – again we see that word “whoever”, anyone that wants to enter into that family – that same family that we read of earlier, which the elect/predestined are a part of – the disciples of Christ are His family – the followers of Jesus are the predestined

· Those who enter into the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27) or as we looked at last week – those who walk in Him (Col. 2:6-7).
Eph. 1:11-14
· It is through Christ that we obtain that great and heavenly inheritance. We must hear the “word of truth” and be obedient to the Lord. And we read that it is those who trust in the Lord who are predestined. They are predestined according to the purpose of Jesus Christ - we can read of that purpose in verses 7-10 of Ephesians 1: Christ made it possible that any and all could be redeemed.
Col. 3:12-13; 1:1-2 – in verse 12 we read that those whom Paul is writing to are of the elect. And in verse 2, we read that he was writing to those who were faithful followers of Christ. The elect – the chosen – are those who faithfully and obediently follow Jesus. So that which has been predestined is really the Church. It was planned from the beginning that all those who would come through Christ would be forgiven of their sins and saved. Consider James 2:5: the promise (eternal life) is for all who love Christ.
We get the picture that we, as individuals, were not predestined and chosen by God to be saved. It is the body of Christ, the Church, the Christian that was predestined to be saved. It was planned that Christ would come and die for our sins. And it was planned that those who obeyed and followed after Christ would be saved. We still have to choose to be obedient and to enter into the elect – the body of Christ. 
Final Thoughts

Also Consider: 2 Peter 1:10-11 (we must make our election sure – there is not only a choice to enter into the elect, but a choice to remain in the elect – it is possible to fall out of God’s family, so we need to work to remain a part of the predestined); Mark 16:16 (anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved); Rom. 1:16 (the gospel is for everyone – anyone and everyone can come to Christ and receive the grand inheritance and justification that comes from following Jesus and being a part of the predestined)
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